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[ Abstract ]

Interpretation and Preaching of Narrative Text(Galatians
3:1-24) Using Hermeneutical Contextualization

Lee, Choon Goo

Because biblical and powerful realization of expository preaching begins
with the correct interpretation of the Bible, it is imperative that
preachers have a comprehensive understand of the three dimensions of
the Bible text: theological, hermeneutical, and communicative. Only then,
the story of God’s redemption that flows throughout the entire Bible can
be correctly interpreted and preached by the preacher. The greatest
strength of expository preaching, after all, is that preachers can
experience and re-enact God's redemptive work in the process of
interpreting and preaching the text. However, even preachers with the
strongest will to realize expository preaching may unintentionally derive
interpretation of the text that is different from the intended meaning of
the text. Such mistakes are mostly commonly made when preachers are
dealing with a difficult text with complex structure; such as quotation of
the Old Testament by the apostles in the New Testament. When
preaching with such ‘intertextual’ text, many preachers end up
extracting only the superficial meaning of the text, or simply delivering
the information of the Old Testament which has nothing to do with the
context of the New Testament text. In this context, this study proposes
the concept of ‘Hermeneutical Contextualization’ to enable preachers to
have a comprehensive understanding of intertextuality texts and execute
expository preaching that reflects the ultimate intention of the author.
Hermeneutical contextualization explains the continuous and dynamic
progress of the eternal Word of God in this world from a realist
perspective. This concept, which includes all three dimensions of
preaching(theological, hermeneutical, and communicative), can be
understood as a model for expository preaching:; and therefore can be
useful for preachers to bridge the hermeneutical gap that often occurs
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in the process of preaching with intertextuality texts. To verify this, this
study first demonstrates the concept of hermeneutical contextualization
from a realist perspective, and then applies it to the ‘Abraham Narrative’
in Galatians(3:1-24) to provide the direction for expository preaching. By
doing so, this study confirms that the concept of hermeneutical
contextualization is the most appropriate model for interpreting and
preaching narrative texts’ in the New Testament.

Key Words: Hermeneutical Contextualization, Intertextuality, Abraham

Narrative, Re-enactment, Expository Preaching
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[ Abstract ]

A study on the possibility of Christian communication and
empathy in the Metaverse virtual space

Cho, Mina

In the metaverse virtual space, where the real world and the virtual
world are interconnected and interacting online, the time has come for
the church community to think about how to communicate with people
and sympathize with them. This study started with the question of
whether communication activities in virtual space such as metaverse can
lead to empathy between people, and whether communication in virtual
space can lead to Christian empathy.

The purpose of this study is to explore the direction of
communication for the formation of Christian empathy within the
metaverse virtual space. To this end, in this study, the emergence
process of the Internet network and the metaverse virtual space as a
new field of communication were examined. Next, the necessity of
forming empathy for Christian communication in the metaverse virtual
space was presented, and finally, a suggestion for practicing Christian
empathy in the metaverse virtual space was presented.

The conclusions of this paper drawn through the above studies are
summarized as follows. It cannot be said that the virtual world is a
fictional world separated from the real world, and the communication
activities of people working in it can be a place for empathy where
personal interaction is applied. Therefore, the virtual space cannot be
excluded from the field of evangelism pursued by the church community,
and the church needs to show active empathy to those who want to
communicate within the virtual space. This is because it is the duty of
Christians living in the real world to deliver God's love and sympathy for
the formation of faith to those who demand Christian communication not
only in the real world but also in the virtual space.

Key words: Metaverse, virtual space, internet network, interaction,
communication, Christian communication and empathy
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